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CHURCH of ENGLAND, 


F With relation to the Spirit of = uy hs 
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Gil. v- ur 


. .. Ne should think, that the 
; Behaviour of the Engliſh 
Clergy for ſome years paſt, 
and the prefent Circum- 
i ances in which they are , 


5houl& rthembeyong Slander; and by 


i ceabove Apologres ; yet {incethe 
the Malice of her Enemies works againſt 
her with ſo much ſpight , and ſince there 
1s no Inſinuation that carrys ſo much Ma- 
lice in its and that ſeems to have ſuch co- 


- lokrs of truth on it as this of their ha- 
" ving ſeton a ſevere Perſecution againſt the 


Diſſenters 5\-of being ſtill ſour'd with that 
leaven', and of carrying -the ſame Im- 
placable hatred to them , which the pre. 


ſent Reputation that they have gained, 


may put them in a further capacity of exe- 


* .cuting, if another revolution of affairs 
-"should again give them 'authority to ſet 
*about it; 'it ſeems neceſſary ro examin it, 
and that the rather , becauſe ſome aggra- 
- vate this ſo far, as if nothing were now 


to be ſo much dreaded as the Church of 


+ Enpland's getting: out of her preſent di- 
: frets. ' *2] | 


« 'LL. Ifaheſe Imputations were charged 


e is accuſed. 


"E's of ? 
on us only by thoſe of the Church of Rome, 
we should not much wonder at it; for tho 
it argues a good degree of Gonkdenes, 
for any of that communion to declaim 
againſt the ſeverities that have been'putin 


practice among us , fince their little finger 
muſt be heavier than ever our loins were, and 


to whoſe Scorpions our Rods ought not to 
be compared ; yet after all, we are 
much accuſtomed to their methods , that 
nothing from them can ſurpriſe us. To 
hear Papiſts declare againſt Perſecution, and 
Feſuites cry up Liberty of Conſcience , are, 
we confeſs , unuſual things: yet there are 
ſome degrees of shame, over which when 
People are once paſſed, all things become 
ſo familiar to them , that they can no 
more be put out of countenance. But 
it ſeems very ſtrange to us , that ſore, 
who if they are to be believed , are ſtrict 
to the ſevereſt forms and ſubdivifions of 
the Reformed Religion , and who ſome 
years ago were jealous of the ſmalleſt 
ſteps that the Court made, when the dan- 
ger was more remote, and who cried out 
Popery and Perſecution, when the deſign was 


ſo maskt that. ſome welmeaning men 
A could 
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Diſſenters have behaved themſelyes of hte- 


2 y; - Eould net alk belogteralend by the Pro- 
_” miſes that were-made , and the difguiſes like men , that underſtand too well the 


that were put on; that, I ſay, theſe very 
perfons who were formerly fo diſtruſtful, 
Should now, when the Mask is laid off, 

" " and, the celgn is avowed , of:a ſudden 
grow. to be ſo believing , as to throw off 
all diſtruſt, and be ſo gulled as to betray 
all; and to expoſe usto the Rage of thoſe, 
who muſt.needs give ſome go2d words, 
till they. have gone the-roun4, and tried 
how effeQually they can divide and de- 
Ceive us, thar fo they may deſtroy us the 
more eaſily ; this is indeed ſomeu har ex- 
traordinary. They are not ſo lgnorant,.as. 
not to know , thar Popery cannot change irs 
natureaand tha” Cruclty and Breach of Faith to 
Hereticks, are as neceſſary parts of tnat Re- 
ligion; as Tranſubſtantiation and the Popes Su 
premacy are. If Papifts were not Fools, 
they muſt givegood Wards and fair Pro- 
Miſes, till by theſe they have > far de- 
- luded the poor credudous Hereticks, that 
they may put themſelves in a poſtureto 
Execute the[Decrees of their Church againſt 
them : and tho we accuſe-that Religion as 
guilry both of Crzelty'and Treachery , yet 
we do not think-cthem Fools : ſotill their 

| Party is ſtronger: than» God be thanked 
it-is at preſent , they can take no other 
method than that they take. The Church 


true Intereſt of. the Proteſtant Religion, and 
of the English Government , to ſacrifice the 
whole and themſelves in Concluſion to 
their private reſentments x | hope the ſame 

.juſtice will be allowed me in ftating the_ | 
matrer relating to the ſo much decried | 
Perſecution, ſet on by the Church of England; 
and that | may be ſuffered to diftinguish 
the hears of ſome angry and deluded men, 
from the D-\Gtrine of the Churcts, and 
the prafices that have been authorited in 
ic; thar ſo | may shew, that there is no 
reaſon to Infer from paſt errors ,. that . 
we are [ncurable 3 or that new Oppor- 

.. tuniries inviting us again into the ſame 
ſeveritics, are:like to prevail qyer us.to 
commit the ſame tfollies over again. 1 will 
firſt ſtate what is paſt, with the fincerity 
that becomes. ,one that . would not lye for . 
God ; that is, not affraid nor ashamed to 

- conteſs fauits , that will neither aggravate + 
nor-extenuate them-beyond. whar is juſt., 
"and -that yer will avoid the ſaying any 
thing that may give any. caulſe.of offence 
ro any-party in the Nation. - | | 

IV. Fam very ſorry thac I muſtconfeſs, .- 
thar all the parties atnony us; haveshewed, 
that as their turn. came to be uppermoſt, 
they have torgot the ſame Principles of 


of England was the Word among them 
ſome years ago , Liberty of Conſcience is the 
Word at preſent; and: we-have.ail pol- 
ſible reaſon to aſltt 
ſes for maintaining. the one , will- be as 
religiouſly kept-as- we fee thoſeare which 
were larely made with fo great a profu- 
fion of Proteſtations, and shews of Ertxend- 
Ship for the ſupporting of the other. 

[T It were great [njuſtice ro charge 
all the Diſſenters with the [mpertinencies 
that have appeared in many Addreſſes of 
late, orto take 'our meaſures of them, 
from the [mpudent ſtrains of-an A{ſcp'or 
a Care, or trom the more [mportant and 
now more viſible ſteps thar ſome among 
them., . of a higher form , are every day 
making ; and yet after all this, it cannot 
he-denyed-bur. the ſeveral: bodies ot the 


e us, that-the Proms. 


Moderation and Liberty which they aJl 
claimed when they were oppreſked. [fit 
Should shew too much 11] nature to exa- 


min what the | Presbytery. did"in Scotland 
when the Covenant was in Dominion ,” or 


what the Jndependents have done-in New- 
England ; why may not I claim the ſame 
priviledge with relation to the Church of 
Eygland , it ſeverities have been commit- 


ted by her. while she bore rule ? er it 
. were as eaſy as XK would be-invidious to 


Shew ,.that- both Presbyterians.and Indepen- 
dents have Carried the p-inciple of Rigour 
in the-point of Conſcience much higher, 
and have ated more Implacably upon.it 
than ever the Church of England has done , 
even in its angrieſt. fiis3 tv thar none of 
them can much reproach another for their 
exceſſes inthole matters, Andasofall the 


Re- 


Religions in the world the Church of Rome is 
the moſt perſecuting , and the molt bound 
by her Principles to be unalterably Cruel; 
ſo the Church off England is the leaſt per- 
ſecuting{ in Her principles, and the leaft 
obliged ro- repeat any errors to which the 
Intrigues of Courts or the Paſſions inci- 
dent to all parties may have engaged her, 
of any National Church in Enrope. It can- 
not be ſaid to be any part of our Doftrine, 
when we came out of one ofthe blackeſt 
Perſecutions that-1s in Hiſtory , I mean Q. 
Maryes , we :$shewed how little we re- 
tained of the' Cruelty of that Church), 
which had provoked us ſo ſeverely ; when 
not only'no Inquiries were made into 
the illegal as of Fury, that were com- 
mitted in that Perſecuting Reign , but 
even the Perſecutors themſelves lived 
among us at eaſe and in-peace ; and-no 
Penal law was made except againſt the 
publick exercife of that Religion , till a 


_ great' maniy Rebellions and Treaſons ex- 


torted them from us tor our own preſer- 
vation. This is-an Inſtance of the Cle- 
mency of our Church , that perhaps can- 
not be matched in Hiſtory: and why 
should it nor 'be - ſuppoſed, that-if Gad 
chould again put us in the ſtate m which 
we were of late , that we-should- rather 


| imitate ſo Noblea Pattern , than return to 
<thole miſtakes of which weare now aſhamed? 


- 
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V. {risto beconfidered , that upon the 
late Kings Reſtauration, the remembrance 
of the former War , the ill Uſage that 
our Clergy had met with in [their Seqe- 


ftrations , the angry Reſentments of the 


Cavalier party-, who were ruined by the 


| "Far , the Intereſt of the Court to have 
| v all thoſe Principles condemned, that had 
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occaſioned it, the heat that all parties that 
have been il! uſed are apt to fall into 
a Revolution ; but above all , the 
Rices of thoſe who have ſill blown 
he Coals, and ſet usone againſt another, 
that ſo they might not only have a divi- 
ded force to deal with , but might; by 
turns make the Diviſions among us ſerve 


their Ends : all theſe, I ſay, concurred-to 
make us loſe the happy opportunity that 


(3) 


was offered in the year 1660. to have 
healed all our Diviſions , and to have 
triumphed over all the Diſſenters ; not by 


_ ruining them, bur by overcoming them 


with a ſpirit of Loreand Gentleneſs; which 
is the only Victory that a generous anU 
Chriſtian temper can defire. In short , 
unhappy Councils were followed, and ſe« 
vere Lays were made. But after all, 
It was the Court party that carried it for 
rougher methods: ſome confiderable Ac- 
cidents , not neceſſary to be here men- 
tioned , as they ſtopped the mouths of 
ſome that had formed a wiſer Projet, 
ſo they gave a'fatal Advantage to angry 
and crafty men, that to our' misfortune, . 
had too great a ſtroak in the conduct of 
our affairs at that time. This ſpirit of 
Severicy was heightned by the PraCtices 
of the Papiſts ; who engaged the late King 
in December 1662. to give a Declara- 
tion for ' Liberty of Conſcience. Thoſe who 
knew the ſecret of his Religion, as they 
ſaw that it aimed at the Introduction of 
Popery, ſo they thought there was no way 
ſo efteCtual, for the keeping out of Popery, 
as the maintaining the: Uniformity , and 
the. fuppreſling of all deſigns for a Tole- 
ration. But while thoſe who managed 
this, uſed adue reſerve, in nat diſcoye- 
ring the ſecret motive that led them tot, 
others, flew into ſeverity, as the prin- 
ciple in vogue : and thus all the flack- 
nings of the rigour of the Laws , du- 
ring the firſt Dutch :War, that wereſet 
on upon the pretence of quieting the Na- 
tion , and*-of encouraging Trade, were 
reſiſted by the Tnſtruments of an honeſt 
Miniſter of State, who knew as well then , 
as we do now , what lay ſtillat bottom, 
when Liberty of Conſcience was pretended. 

VI. Upon that Miniſters Diſprace, 
ſome that ſaw but the half of the Secret, 
perceiving in the Court a great Inclina- 
tion to. Toleration,and being willing to take 
meaſures quite different from thoſe oft the 
former Miniſtry , they entred intoa treaty 
for a Comprehenſion of- ſome ' Diſſenters , and 
the Tolerating of others ; and'ſome Bishops 
and og that were inferiourto _ 
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| ( 
of the Age in which they lived , for true 
Worth and a right Judgment of things, 
engaged ſo far , and with ſo much 1ſuc- 
cels into this projet, that the. matter 
ſeemed done, all things being concerted 
among ſome of the moſt conſiderable 
men of the different parties. But the dis- 
like of that Miniftry , and the Jealouſy of 
the ill deſigns of the Court , ave ſo ſtrong 
a prejudice againſt this, that the, propo- 
fition could not be ſo much as hearkned 
to by the Houſe of Commons : and then 
it appeared how much the whole Popish 
Party was allarmed at the project : 1t is 


well known with how much Deteſtation 


they ſpeak of it to this day. : tho we are 
now.{o fully ſatisfied of their Intentions 
to deſtroy us, that the Zeal which they 
pretended forus, in oppoling that deſign , 
can no tore paſs upon us, 

VII. At laſt, in the year 1672. the 
deſign for Popery diſcovering it ſelf, the 
end that the Court had in favouring a To- 
leration became more Viſible: and when 
the Parliament met, that condemned the 
Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience , the 
Members of the Houſe of Commons, that 


either were Diſſenters , or that favoured 
them, behaved” chemſelves fo worthity 


in concurring with thoſe of the Church of 


Exgland, for ſtifling that Toleration, choo- 
fipg rather to loſe the benefit of it, than 
to open a breach at which Popery should 
come in, . that many ot the members that 
were for the Church of England, promiſed 
to procure them a bill of Eaſe for Pro- 
teftant Diſſenters.. But the Seſſion was not 
long enough for bringing that to perfe. 


Con; and all the Seſſions of that Par- 


liamert atter that , were ſpent in ſuch a con- 


tinual ſtrugle between the Court and 


Eountrey party» that there was never room 
given tor calm and wiſe Conſultations : 


yet tho the Party of the Church of England | 


did not perform what had been promiſed 
by ſome Leading men to the Diſſenters-, 
there was little or nothing done againſt 
them , after that, *till the year 1681. ſo 
that for about nine years together the 


4) 


and as regularly as theChurch of England had 
their Churches, and,in all that time z what- 
ſoever particular hardships any of them 
might have met with in ſome corners of- 
England y it cannot be denied but they 
had the tree Exerciſe of- their Religion, 
at leaſt in moſt parts, : 
VIIL. Inthe year 1678. things began 
to change their face; it is known , that 
upon the breaking out of the Popish Plot, 
the Clergy did Univerſally expreſs a great. 
defire for coming to ſome temper in the 
points. of Conformity 3 all ſorts and ranks - 
of the Clergy ſeemed to beſo well diſpo- 
ſed towards it, that if it had met with a. 
ſuteable entertainment , matters might. 
probably. have been in a great meaſure. 
compoſed. But the ſealouly - that thoſe - 
who managed the Civil concerns of the - 
Nation in . the Houſe of Commons , took:-: 
off all that was done at Court , or propo- 
ſed by it , accafioned- a fatal breach. in. 
our- publick Councils :./ in which. di-- 
vifion , the Clergy by their principles, 
and Intereſts, and their Sas to be- 
lieve well ofthe Court, were determined to. 
be of the Kings (ade. They thought it 


was a. ſin to miſtruſt the late Kings- 


T#ord , ,who allured them, of. his, ſtea- 
dineſs to the Proteſtant. Religion ſo.. ofren, 
that they. firmly depended on it.: andhis 
preſent Majeſty gave them ſo many Aſ- 


ſurances of his maintaining ſtill the Church - 


of England , that they believed him like» 
wile : and ſo thought that the Excluſion 


of him from the Crown., wasa degree of- 


rigour to which they in Conſcience could 


not conſent : upon. which they were ge- 
nerally cried outon, as the Becrayers of the - 


Nation and of the Proteftant Religion: 
Thoſe who demanded the. Excluſion, and 


ſome other ſecurities,, to, which the..B:- 


Shops would not conſent in Parliament; 
looked on them as the chief hindrance 
that was in their way, : and the Licence 


of the Preſs at that time was ſuch,,: that - 
many Libels and ſome ſevere Diſcourles- 


were published againſt them. Nor can it 


9%. TOL , y bedenied, that many Churchmen , who un-- 
had their Meetiogs almoſt as publickly 4 4 


derſtood not the Principles of Humane, 
Tr Society, 
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Society, and therulesof ourGovernment, 


ſo well as other points of Divinity , writ. 
ſeveral Treatifes- concerning the mea-. 
ſures of ſubmiſſion , that were then as_ 
much cenſured , as their performances - 
have beea deſeryedly 
admired. All this gave ſach a Jealouſy of 
| | ' was (ingled out for noother end, but to 

feſſed, that the ſpirit which was then in 
termentation went very high againſt the. 
Church of England , asa Confederate , atleaſt, 


fince againſt Popery 


them to the Nation, that it muſt be con» 


ro Popery and Tyranny, Nor were ſeveral 
of the Noncinfirndl; wanting to Inflame 


4 


co ruin them from effeCting their deſigns, 
that ſet them on to all thoſe inbappy things 
that followed. _They were animated to _. 
al) they did by the continued earneſtneſs of 
the King and Duke, and of their Miniſters, 
That ea of Iuſtice and of the pro- 
fellion of the Law, who is now fo high, 


be their Common Hangman over England : 
of whom the late King gave this true Chae 
raCter, That he had kph. Wit, Law, nor 
Common Sencez but that he had the Impudence 


of ten carted Whores in him. Another Buf- 


this diſlike; all fecret Propoſitions for ac- foo, was hired to plague the Nation 


commodatingour difterences were ſo cold. 
ly entertained thatthey wereſcarce heark- 


nedto.:* The Propoſitions which an Emi- ; 
nent Di-ijze made even in his books writ ' 


againſt Seperation, shewed, that while we 
maintained the War in the way of diſpute, 
yet we were ſtill willing to t#eat 3 for that 
Great man made not thoſe adyar ces towards 


them Without. oat IN his Sus», 
re then Bally IVE. 
TY Y tiry 


ptriours. Yet we were then f; 
up toa, fpirit of Di Fn :"and 
Parliament in '1680:; entred 


s £f 


great ſteps were made to _the removing 


of all the occafions of our 
Leaders of the Diſſenters. 
ment. of all perſons, "mad 


ro the amaſe- 
which 'the 'Earl ' of- Nottingham and''St. 
Thomas Clarges, that ſeron that Bill with 
much zeal , can give a tore particular 
account.. ' All cheſs things concurred to. 
make thoſe of the Chureh of England Gon- 
clude 4 little too rashly , that their, ruin. 
was refolved on; and then it was no won- 
der it the ſpirit of a Party , the remem- 
brance of the laſt Wars, the preſent Pro- 
ſpect of Danger, and aboveall, the great 


fayour that was shewed them at Courts. 
threw them fatally into ſome avgry and. 


and thothe, 
Party, ed upon a pro-. 
ject tor healing our differences , in which 


.ofall per nade ng accauntor 
this?: and even ſeemed unealy art it, of 


with three or four papersa week; which 
to the Reproach of the Age, in which 
we live,,, had but too great and too: ge- 
neral art effect, for.poyſoning the ſpirits. 
of the Clergy.. But thoſe who knew how. 
all this was managed, ſaw thatit was not 
only ſet on ,.but ſtill kept up by the Cort. 
It any of, the Clergy had but preached a 
word tor moderation ,, he. bad a chiding 

ſent him preſently from, the Court; an 

he , was from. that day marked out as a die 
affcHed per/on ; and.when the Clergy of Lon- 
don did. very worthily refuſe to give In- 
formations againſt their parishioners .that 
had not always canformed , the delign ha- 


ving been. formed, ,, upon. that to bring 


them into, the Spixitual ;Courts ,, and excome 
municats, fem ,. and make them loſetheir. 
right, ot Voting ,, that (o, the Charter of. Lon- 
don might have been delivered up when 
ſo-many Citizens were by ſuch...means 
Shut out, of the Common Corcil, we re» 
member., well how ſeverely they were, 
cenſured for this, by ſome that are now. 
dead, and, others that areyet alive, Lwill 
not go further into this matter : I. will 
not deny but many of the Diſſenters were 
put to great hardships, in many parts of - 
England. I cannot deny it , and 1 am 
ſure I will never juſtify: it. But this I 


Violent Counſels ; ſelf-preſeryation is, will poſitively ay, haying obſerved it all 


very natural: anditisplain , that many of 
them took 'that to be the caſe ; ſo that. 
truly ſpeaking , it was not ſo much at firſt. 


a ſpirit of Perſecution , as a defire of dilſ- 
abling thoſe who they, belieyed intended 


narrowly, that he muſt hayethe brow of © 
a Teſuite, that can caſt this wholly on the: 
Church of England , and free the Court of it, 
The beginningsand the progreſs of it.came. - 
from the Court , and from the Popishparty: 
"Rx; and . 
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being unhappily ſtirred up. by the. 


in all Church-Hi 


f 


(6) | Ag 
and thy perhaps every one does not know to their fincetity; and if ever Gad in his 


all-rhe ſecrers of this matter, that.others 
may have found out , yet no man was ſo 


Ignorant as not to ſee' what was the chiet _ 


ſpring of all thoſe Irregular motions that 
ſome of ns made at thar time : fo upon 
theawhole matter, all that can be made 
out of. this ,' is, that the, paſſions and Infr- 
mities.of ſome of the Church of Engr ) 

| Diſſen- 
ters ,. they were fatally. conducted by the 
Popjsh party , to be the Inſtruments in 


1 t.is not to be doubted, but tho 
ſame weaker men' of the Clergy may per- 
haps till retain their little peevish ani- 
moſities , againſt the” Diſſenters , 'yet the 
wiſer and more ſerious heads . of that 
great and Yorthy body, ſee now their error : 
they ſee who drove them on 1n it, till 
they hoped to have ruined them by it. 


And as they have appeared againſt Popery , 
| with as great a ſtrength of Jearning ad of 


» 


firm fteadinels ag phos can be met with 


doubted , | but their refletions ' on the 


dangers into which our Diviſions have. 
thrown. us , have:given them truer No-. 
tions with relarion ro” a Tigorous;, Con. 
formity: andtharthe juſt Dereſtation which. 


'M 


they have expreſſed of cthe:Corruprtlons of 
the Ch. of Rome » has led them .to cotilider, 


and abhor one of the worſt things in it, 
F mean their Severity towards Hereticks. And 


the ill uſethar they ſeethe Court has made 


of their zeal for ſupporting, the Crown , 


co juſtifyrhe ſubverfionot nurGoyernment. 
. that is now ſet on, from ſume of rheir large 


& unwary expreſſions, will certaioly make 


them hereafrer more cautious in medling 
with Politicks : the Bishops have under their 


hands both diſowned- that wide extent of 
the Prerogative , to the. overturning of the 
La; «nd declared their .dispolition ro 


_— 


..cometoa Temper in the matters of Confor - 


y 


- ity"; and there ſeems to*be.no doubt 
_ Teft of the ſincerity of their Intencions in 


that matter. Their 'Piety and Vertue, and 
the proſpect thatthey now have of ſuffering 
themſelves , put us beyond all doubt as 


doings reat deal ot miſchief, | 


ory , ſo ir _cannot.be” 


Providence brings us*again into a ſetled 
State , out of the ſtorm into which our 
paſſions andfolly, as well as the treachery 
of others has brought us, it cannot be 
imagined , that the Bishops will go off 
trom thoſe moderate Reſolutions, which 
they have now declared : - and they con- 
tinuing firmtothem, the weak and [ndiſ- 
cteet paſſions of any of the Inferiour 
Clergy , mult needs vanish ,.when they are 
under the conduct of wiſe and worthy 
Leaders. And I will boldly fay this, that 
if the Ch: of England, after she has got out 
of this ſtorm, will return to. hearken to 
the peeyishnels of ſome ſour men, he will 
be abandoned both of God and mans and 
will ſet both Heaven and Earth againſt her, 
The Natiori ſees too Viſibly , how dear the, 
dispute about Conformity has coſt us,to ſtand 
any more upon ſuch Pux&ilios:and THOSE 
in whom our deliverance is wrapt up, under- 
ſtand this matter too well , and judge too 
right of it, to.imaginthat ever they will 
be Prieftridden in this point. So thar all 
canliderations concur to make us Con«. 
clude, that there is no danger of our (plic- 
ting a ſecond time upon the ſame rock: 
and indeed,ifany Argument were wanting 
to. complear the certainty .of this point, 
the wile and Generous behaviour. of 'the 
main.hody of the .Diſſerters, in this pre- 
ſent ,Juncture, has given them ſo juſt. g 
Titleto our friendship , that we muſt re- 
ſolve to ſet all the world againſt us, if 
we can ever forget.-it ; and if we do 
not make themall the returns of eaſeand 


, your when ic js in our power,to do 


if. BE | 
X..Itisto be hoped, thatwhen this is laid 


together , it will have that effe&t on all . 


ſober and true Proteſtants , asto make them 
farget the little angry Heats that have 
been among us., and even to forget 
the Injuries that have been done us: all 
that we do now one againſt another ,. is 
to shorten the work of our Enemies, 


by deſtroying one another, which muſt. 


in; Concluſion turn to all our Ruin. tris 
a madmans reyenge;to deſtroy our Friends 
thac 
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that we may do 2 pleaſure to 'our-Ene- 
mies , upon their giving us ſome'good 
words ; and if the Diſſenters can trult to 


Papiſts , ater rhe uſage that the Church of 


Enpland has met with at-their hands, all 
the comfort that they can promiſe-them- 
ſelves, when Popery begins to aCt irs natural 
part among us; andto ſer Smithfield again 
in a fire , 1s that which betell lome Qu4- 
kers at Rome » who were firſt put in the 
Inquiſition, but were afterwards removed to 
Bedlam : to tho thoſetaiſe Brethren among 
the Difſenters , who deceive them at. pre- 
ſent , are -certainly-no-. Changlings . , but 
know well what they are doing -; yer 
thoſe who can be cheated by them ,. may 
well claim the Priviledge of a Bedlam, 
when theio Folly:has left them no- other 
retreat. -* | 
X [. I will not digreſs too far from: my 
preſent purpoſe ; nor enter into adiſcuſſion 
of the Dispenſing polrer , which..was ſo 
effectually overthrown the other day. at 
the Kings Bench. Bar , that I am fure all 
the Authority: of the Bench it ſelf is no 
more able to Support it : yet ſome late 
Papers in favour ot.it, give me. occaſion 
to-add a _httle - relating; to - that point 
"Tr - is true, the Afferior: uf thc: Difpee” 
fing power , who has- lately appeared with 
allo rancey pretends» that. it can. only 
be applied. to: the Teſt: for -publick Im- 
-ployments : for he.owns - tha the.Tefitor 
- both+ Houſes of” Parliament 1s Jett, en- 
tire , -as- not within the compals of . this 
"extent 'of the» Precogative :.. but:another 
Writer , whom by--his ſence. we. mult 
conclude an Irich' man , by his brow a 
Feſat , and by the bare d-ſigna-1on 1n 
theriri& page, of James Stewarts letter, 2 
Quaker , goes a ſtrain; higher , and thinks 
the-King 1s ſo abfolutely the Soveraign as 
to the Legiſlative part of our Govern- 
ment , that he may diflolve even the 
Parliament Teft : o nimbly has. he. leapt 
from being. a Secretary: to. 4 Rebellion , - tO 
be an Advocate for Tyranny. He fancies thar 
becauſe no Parliament can bind up another, 


therefore they cannot limit the Preliminarys 
fo a ſubſequent Parliament, Bur upon: 


Jr-is true, that as-ſoon. as & Parſiament. is 


=. 


(7) 


what 18,it. then- » that Conntyes haye-bur 
two Knights , and Burroughs as many; 
that men below ſucha value haveno vote, 
that Sheriffs only receive Writs and re- 
.turn Elections, beſides many more neceſ- 
ſary requiſites to the making a legal Par- 
;Itamenrt;..[n.short , if Lars do notregy- 
lareche Election and Conſtitution of a Pay- 
lianent.» all theſe things may be over- 
thrown.,. and the-King may calf the whole 
Goverament in a new Mould, as well as 
difflolve the. obligation that is on the 
Members of Parliament for taking the Teſt; 
legally. met and conſtiuuted, it is tyed by no- 
Laws, ſo far as notto repeal them : but 
the . Preliminaries to a Parliament are 


- ſtill ſacred, aslong as the Law ſtands that 


ſe-led them : for the Members are till in 
the quality of ordinary Subjefts, atid not 
entred upon their,share in the Legiſlative 

ower, till they are conſtituted in a Par- © 


\idaal legally choſen, and it allem- 


bled, that is , having Mi all the Re- 
quiſites of the Law. But leave that Impu- 
dent Letter to return tothe 'moft. modeſt 
Apvlogy,; that .has been. yet. writ for the 
Dispenſn  porrer.  Ityeilds that. the King". . 
CaNtu, ab7.Uarc luwes ; and pretends only ; 
that he. can dispenſe withthem : and the 

diſtinction ir puis between abrogation and 
Diſpenſation, .is , that'the one 1s a coral 
repeal of the Law , and that the other is 


only a.ſlackning of its obligatory force, 
with.Relation to a particular. man or ro -- 
anybody. of. men:; ſo that according to--+ 


him, aGmple _Abrogation , or a total Repeal, 
is beyond the compals of the Preroga- 
tive I[defire then that this D->Crine may 
be applied to the following words of 
the Declaration ; from which' the Reader 
mav infer whether theſe do_Impart .a 


Simple Abragqtion, or not , andby Conſe- 


quence, if che Declaration isnot 4llegal ; 
Vite do hereby further Declare, that it is our 
Royal will and pleaſure that the Oaths com- 
monly called the . Oaths of Supremacy and Als 
legeance , and alſo the ſeveral Teſts and Des» 
claratipns -- - shall not at any time hereafter , 
be required to be taken, Declared, or ſub 4 
7% 


"bed by any Þ «rſoh or: pefſ6ns whatever, 


who 78 of frat be 7 Molnar ina ny Office or Place 
'of Truſt , either Croft of Military , under us 


or in_our FG ca LO is] 
and ne 


TE | 


cannot ' 

*fanicits, ot aPar Seal that" ich 
thoſe of tHe Charch'bt A believer Ge- 
Hern} Colhicil to be 1 GEn 1 FEB 14&b 
not ie That fuch an A& woutd 6j pnify any 

thing atalt. An Actof Plat Grinch 
change” the nature 'of thinks which''are 
ſullen , andiwill notalter, becauſe a hard 
word is clapt on ther in ah Act of Parliz- 

F 69 hs role An ago whichisnot 
evil.of it ſel Re el 6 {/-K — 
ay! AA $57 janetnr” th ah 

of Money, or the not B ing in Sos 
vil of it Fa, 2 Such an At were indeed 
mul of it ſelf, and wour ok with its own 
Ivy bt, oof With Btirden of the 


' 
upon Bk ndy f i de 
-men have us build all our H6pesand our 
'Secariries. Another topick like this, is, 
that we ought to traſt to the* truth of 
our Religion ,. and the Providence and 
Prote&ivi of God, and not lean fo much 
to' "L465 arid Te s : All this were very 

pertinent; if God had not alteady given 
by human, Afurances againft the: Rage 
of our. Enetnies., which we are now de- 
fired'to abandon , that ſo we may fall an 
eaſy and cheap Sacrifice to thoſe who wait 
_ For the favourable, moment to be! 5h us: 
'dy the ſame reaſon they may p 
to take off all 'our Doors , 'Or at leaſt all 
'our. Locks and Bolts,” and'to fleep in this 
expoted condition, truſting to Gods Pro- 
teftion * The fimily may appear a little 
too ws » tho rt is wad $hort' of the 


ns 


' not lay us afleep's, raiders we Rs fo little 


ade us. 
'of Religiorr, 
 Comtnunion , but more-particularly by a 


tenittey//; ot we” 'had- bes: walk our 
ſelves t6 all the Thieves and Robbers. of 

. the rown , who would be perhaps con 
rented with & part of our Goods , "Dart 4 to 
thoſe Whole” deſigns: are. equally againſt 
Wit arid Body and all chat is dearts 


X 11. will odbyadd; another Refle&i- 
on-upon the' rehewing of the Declaration 
this year, which has occafioned the preſent 
' ſtorm upon the Clergy. Itis repeated to.us | 
that ſo we may feet thatthe King continues 
firtn'to the Promiſes: he made laſt year. 
'Yet when'trieh of honour have once given 
'tHeir: word, (they: rake'it-ill if any do-not 


\traſt ro thatybur! muſt needs have it repea- 


ted rothemi: inthe ordinary commerce of 
theworld; the repeating of promiſes over 
and over again , is rather A ground of 
Sp ition than of Confidence - 'and if we 

allpe'of 'the accomplizhment of all the 
'orher' parts of the Declaration, from that 
'0ne,' which relates to the maintaining of 
the Church of England , as by Law eftabli- 
hed , theproceedings i the Fell os of 
Magdalen Cdlledge , gives us no reaſon to 
'conclude, "that wok will be like the Laws 


e Medes and+Perſians 5 Ts wwe not. : 
etak' of the1 Charta can«- 


regard had to the Old one. As; for theſe- 


* curity which is offered us in this repeating 
of the Kings promiſes , we mu 


:CITAaVe 


leaveto remember, thatthe King vf Frances 


"even'after he had reſolved: to- = the .E- 
diF of Nartes', yet 
hundred Edifs, 75 ne were reall and viſible 


repeated:im'\above;.an 


violations of that Edit, a clauſe confir- 


 matory of the Edi of Nantes , declaring 


that he would never Vidlare it : and in that 
we may ſee whataccount is'to be hadvf 
all promiſes made to Herericks , 4nimatters 
by atty'Prince' of the Roman 


Prince who has putthe'condutt of his Cor- 
ſcience in'tlie ns of a" Feſuite; 
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